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Foreign Serviss Institute, Near East Area Course, 1962

1. Announcement of Course

The Foreign Servisce Institute of tho Department of State has decided to
offer a five-month course in the Noar Eastern area as part of its program of
language-and-ares treining. This courso, scheduled for Ootobsr 1952 through

~February 1958, is designed primarily for Foreign Servige Offiosrs who have
voluntesred for Arsbiec, Persian, and Turkish language.and-area studies, and
will represent a‘partial continuation of their intensive language study.
The course will, however, be open to other State Department personnel as well
as to persomnel of other departments or sgenoies of the government,

. The oourse will be halfe.timo, i.e., three hours svery work day afternoon,
of which two hours will be devoted to presentation of material by a speaker
and, after a break, a one-hour discussion by the group in which the attempt
will be made to integrate the verious messions and evaluate the varylng points
of view. The last month of the course will consist ochiefly of the pfesentation
and discussion of problem papers and reaearch pepers by members of the group.
The Foreign Servige Offioers in the oourse will be sarrying on their language
study in the momings; the other trainess, it is assumed, will remain attsched
to their own department or agensy during the morning hours, reporting to the
Foreign Servioe Institute for the arsa cocurse in the afternoon.

A desoription of the course is attached to the present memorandum, and
the Foreign Service Institute will weloome expressicns of opinion on it. The
overall pattern 1s set, but the exaot list of speakers and topics is not defi-
nite, and it will be possible to add spscial features or emphasize certain
aspeots to gear the course more specifioally to the needs of the warious special
groups of students. It may also be possible to rearrange the scheduling,

The instruotional staff of the ocourse will have as its core permansnt
staff members of the Foreign Service Institute, but it is hoped that the staff
will be augmanted from time to time by outside lecturers and discussants drewn
from univorsities and various secstors of the government, Informal conversations
with most of the men who might be called upon to give their services in this -
conneotion have met with willingness and often oonsiderable enthusiasm,

2. Amouncement of mesting —— S

//
will bo held ;‘xesday morning at 9130 in the Dirsetort's offioce
at the Foreign foe Institute for the purpose of dis g problems relating
to this course. Intergsted div{lsions in departme
Defense, Commerce, Agrioulture §nd other int
send representatives to this mesti: A proposed agenda is as follows:

nstitute of background and purposes

(2 the oonteht of the course
(3 of the scheduling of the course
(4 er and level of students expected from each ag

!

- inquirdes or comments abqﬁt the meeting or the course itself
addressed to Dr. Charles A. Fergusom,; Foreign Service Institute, Room 708,
State Annex 8, telephone REpublic 5800 (Code 191), extension 65712,
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3. Desciription of Course

1st week

1
2
3
4
5

4th week

Folitionl lipiﬁqanao of KRE
Military significance of NS
GOOgrlphj of KB

Peoples of ¥E

languages pf X8

Anoient Rear Bast
The Spread of Islam

The Turkish and Peraian Empires

The Cttoman Empire
European ponetration to 1914

World War I snd the emergsnce of
the mod ern states .

The Mendate Pori.c;d (1920-194?5)
World War 1I and the Aradb League

Contemporary Dovelopnents

Culture patterns and sooial structures
The tribe ‘ :

The villages physieal structure

The yilhgo: ‘oontcupunry technology
fhe villsges village eecnomy

The villages 1ife oyole

The villago: annual aycle
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7th week ’ '
i : The willage: faxmily « struoture and funotions
2 i -The village: religious institutions
5 ~ ' The oitys politiocal capital and cultural
genter
4 Tho oity: economy < manufecture, trade,
fihanae
& The asity: sccial classos
8th week
| ' The oity: netional functions
2 ‘ The o:ltyz‘ internaticnal funotions
3«5 Current trends in Islam
Sth wesk
led Current t.rwds in Islam
& : Near Eastern lawg Islamio law

10th week « 16th week: Current politioal and ecomomic problems in the Near East

10th week
1 Kear Eestern laws to end of World War I
2 Near Eastgrn law:s contesmporary problems
3 Bgypts poltiosd
4 Egypt, eoonomio
S Syria, politioczl
11th week
1 , Syria, soonswio
2 ireq, political
-8 Ireq, eaononie
Negotiating prcblems
4 ' Lebanon, politicald
Lebanon, eeonomic
(2 Jdordax, politlosl

Jordan, evoncnmi¢
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1 | SArubis, Yeman, Politissl
2 SArabis, Yemar, 55=:acm1&
3 censtitutional and legsi systens, Arad States
4 Finapcial aystems, Amb States
L] | Isreeli, politiocal

15th week |
1 laraell, goonomlie \
z Constitutional and legsl systems, Israel
2 Finanoisl system, Isresi’
4 lyan, politioal
-] {ron, owcaonlos

14th week
1 Turkey, poli.tioal
2 Turkey, economid
3 Finanoiel systems, Tfurkey and Iran
4 : constitutional and legal systems, Iran end Turkey
b Petroleun in XE

16th week '
1 Transportation in ¥E
4 lebor in FE
3 Land Tenurs Problem
s rapiff snd Oustoms politides
& Trede patterns

1_8th week |
1-5 IIs pregram {n NB

_ , Point IV progran in KB
Fifth months completion end disoussion of pperse
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